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when the fromtiers fell in the Low Emplre, the
gea-sirategic concepl changed, imposing a
deep, dvnamic and Hexible delfence. Theory siat-
el that the lirrans unils, on seeing the ronliers
altacked should hold theilr posions and sound
the alam [or the mobile armiles 1o beat off the
Intrusion.

Cavalry prevails over infantry
on the batlefield

Ancient amies, both Greek and Roman, gave
pricriy 1o the inlaniry as the main element of a
batle. For the Egvplians, horses were only use-
(il for drawing charols that camed the leaders 1o
the front and 1o carry, what could be called mow-
Ing platforms of archers. The Classical Greeks
used charods, as the Celts did o thelr tme, 1o
transport their warlords 1o and rom the banle-
fkeldl. The Scythians, Thraclans, Samatians and
Parthians however, were a uselul relerence
ppoint tor the uure usage of the horse, withaodi
regard 1o the distances invobved. The precursor
ol cavalry rupiare and flanking @aciucs, as beil-

lianthy owulined by José | Lago, was Alexander
the Great, who ransformed his roval guard, or
Companions, consisting of some 2100 horse-
men, into an autheniic shock force. His actic of
‘harmmer and anvil was, however, assisied by an
elite contngent of Macedonian phalange inlaniry
edquipped with long lances ihat spread oun lneal-
Iv o fomn the anvil over which the cawvalry
moved. Once the enemy was oullanked and
surrounded, the whole mounted force acted in &
hammer action.

Later, the Roman Armiles based thelr lorce o
the heavy infaniry. The great High Imperial
Legionary Infanwy commanded by Emperor
Tralan in the 2™ Century AD, was unsioppable
on the banlelield. Together, the Individual sol-
dier, due 1o ellective selection, espril de corps,
ralning and equipment and the Roman mibliary
instiutkon with s organisation, disciplne and
struciure, Tormed an admirabde combination. As
righniully highlighted by Arthur Fervill, the worst
thing alxoul the Low Empire was that il substan-
talhy dilined the guality of 1the RBoman infaniry,
avourng instead the mobile amies, the [asiest
Lnils 1o react in tmes of onsis, meaning the cav-
alry, which became a real elile lorce. For a
detailed siudy on the Roman Army, consull the
book IMPERILM LEGIONIS by the same author
and publisher.

From the 6" Ceniury, a new concepi replaced
the imperial forces: ithe Lords of War Armies,
malinly composed of bocellard, small privale
amnles equipped and pald for by wealiby, Influ-
enilal people. Alihough they had been previous-
Iv emploved by greal characiers, such as
Stlichd, these private armies of servants prolier-
aled and provided havens of high securiy
amidst the chaos that characierised the Middle
Ages. The relailonship between these mounted
servanis and thelr lord became the seed 1o whal
wiolld happen ai the binh of feudalism.

The fast, poweriul Hun cavalry pushed from
the easi a large number of Germanic people thai,
in wum, produced a real domino eflect. Afier ihe
Batile of Adrianople, the Goth pressure was
unsioppable. The main groups were ihe
Visigoths (meaning Goihs rom the west), 1the
Osirogoths (Goihs (rom the east), the Alemannii
{all meny and the Franks (lilerally, (ree men). The
lanier were w0 play a dominant role In the pro-
ceeding ceniuries.

A lequaorany, frorm the e of Tralan, ey
Jor cormilmar,

From the Franks emerged the Merowvingian
Dvnasty, a line of kings whose power weakened
as thelr lemtory became divided between thelr
respective heirs and the Church. The redion
allected by this sysiem covered an area [rom
present day France o ihe Netherlands,
including some areas of Genmnany.

Far removed [rom his Merovingian
king was Charles Mariel, a bastard rom
an Imporant amily, who became the
most poweriul man de facio in the
Kingdom and who ended up leeing at
the end of the 7% Century. Aller uril-
ing the princedom dominions, he
fought  against the (risians  and
Saxons in the Germanic  conflicls;
Mariel won his entry in the history

Cavalny from the fare Roonan Empire s
characterized by iis Genmanic nfluence

It con be said thel, aliboingh Ronnans were
Lirsaixe 1o conguier all of Germorio iy
thelr ingauirny, theyy coudd positarn

ihelr cavalry across the Empine

Rorman soldiers from the Lo Ennygire.
Heauy infaniry of comitaienses an the
riglt, a Wmitanel o the lefi.

books for haling the advance of the
Saracen al Poltiers In 732 AD. OI
Charles Manel i is said that he carrbec
oul a new distibution of  errinory
berween his vassal lords, more imelli-
gent and eflfective than that insugaied
by 1the Merovinglans, thus layving the
foundailons for the feudal sysiem
His descendenis, Pepin Il and his
son Charles, later 10 be known
under the sobriguet of ‘the Great’
or Charlemagne, f(ounded the
Carolingian Empire, which determinec
the (ate of Cenral Europe mom 771 1o
Sld4 AD.

It was these Carolinglan Franks who
opened the gaies 10 the Age ol
Chivalry
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Abowve: 13" Century knight.

Below: 15" Cerury knight.

pleces superimposed on the insice
and anached by means of a senes
of clinchs that covered the whole
flern. They occasionally  included
chest reinforcerments or had shon
gleeves, and the exierlor was usual-
by finishved with sioul leather.

MAIL SHIET OR HAUBERK

Mail shirt was the most popular lem
of armour throughout the wihole of
ithe medieval period. Varous maod-
els existed: chain mall shirt with
shon sleeves; long shirl reaching
ithe knees known as the hauberk;
and a complele chain mail s with
long sleeves and minens for the
hands, chausses lor the legs and
chain mall sabatons lor the leet.
wWhen complete meial plate armmour
began o0 be used, the custom of
weanng a short chain mail  shin
(haubergeon) over ithe padded
jupon became  popular  among
knights, 1o protect those paris mnol
covered by the armonir. Someimes,
this jupon was a mixiure of pacding
and chain mail.

FROTECTIVE PLATES AND
ARMOLR

As possible threats 10 the knighit
crossbow  and  longbhow) devel-
oped, the developament of armour
also advanced, in an unstoppable
arms race of ollense and defense
Simple chain mail was replaced by
double woven chain mall, then
metal plares were added w the
arms, legs and breast untl, linally,
ull sults of armour or white armour
were crealed, where the knight was
wotally  covered  in mewal.  The
panoplies became more and more
complex, especially from 1he onset
of the One Hundred Years war,
when the use ol the English long-
o necessiated the adoptlon of
more  ellicient  counlermeasures
The evolulion of the medieval
knighs boddy armour will e exanm-
ined iIn more detaill later.

S5HIELDS ANMD PAVIS

In contrast 1w the evolution of
armnnir, shields became smaller and
smaller over tme, as ihe knighi
became increasingly covered and
protecied with metal. This has a log-
ical explanation, as ihe lirst Kiie-
shaped shields [uliilled he obwvious
uncilon of defending the leg
exposed o the enemy (usually the
lefl one). As the legis) Decame pro-
tected with chain mall and. later

Evolution of the shield, 10 = 15"

Ceniuries. I




The Battle of Las Navas de Tolosa
16" July 1212

Cnce the Chrision anmy had assembled on the bearrle-
flekd of Las Navas de Tolosa, the Chrasiians ronalledd
26,950 mmen, 18000 i Casile (30000 cavalryg and
15000 bifenry), SS5000 fiodn Araogewt (1500 couelry
el P00 rrarareg, anel Newsarre eorriboting Just 200
Knigihits, There were also aroundd 250 Crusacers wfu
haacd nent cleserted, inciuclirgg 150 forelagners, ard sonme
Poriuguese and Leonese knkglis who atencked of
thedr cuum vediion. nototal there ere 4950 cavalry
el 22 0000 Infantn imer.

CyIpasig them was a Muslim anmy of 51,500 men
{ERSR) e Ml el 5, 00 I anen). 18,500 Lene
Arndalcesians it 33,000 Almobads, The Christions
aeptoyed i three consecutive lines, ecch with a cene
iral force and o wings oo dhe jlonks. The first line,
the sironcest, Wwith e cenire commimanded by Diego
Lopez oe Haree, Do an Arcigonese Laing, eider Cioncio
Romero, of ong side, toimh g Novarre womg art ihe
orher. This secand one teas cormmenced by Gonzalo
NUreEZ o Loer, tonh Krighis from ihe Milliony Orders
in the middle and, o e jront e, Navorese orned
AFQCESE [UIS.

The three Kings, escorted by thelr rogal  guards,
teere In the thirgd fine, Alfonso Vil in the centre,
Sancho VI of Noware ol e dght, and Pedro 1 of
Arcgon o the left. Al-Nasirs jorces jommed oy o
e lines, also tnth wings o the flanks, Arwdalusion
valimiears ar e rown onid Albveshiedds behined. TTis
secardd lne Do nfaniry in te cerire el Coaaireg on
the flanks. The batile began with a chorge By e
Jirst line o Chnsians, The Musiims checked s
assclt, aned the Christion caoalnyg heed fo Wi far
IfCrry Sup o, The secordd Chrsian e Las then
SNl W sUppon s comraoes and endered o e
mebee. The covalng found liself siafionaryy on the bai-
tlefields grownd and e indilal inertla was  lost
Seeing how desperate the sttuation hod  Decome,
il the loss of dyramism ard the baitles indbderiee,
Alfrmiso aocressed lus e feflowr Kings, pronoirc
ing. ‘Here we are (o oiet and charged agamsi the
Muslim mass, mspiring the others o jollow him.
This third charge. led by the three Kings, was crucial
for the enswing victory. The Moorish i, along
toithy their ealiph, fled the fielo.

Holy War in the East
The Crusades

while, in the west, most of the kKingdoms were
involved in domestuc dispules (except the
Hispanic kingdoms that were already fghting
their own Crusade and, therelore, were acuiely
aware of the problem) the Middle Easiemn
Islamic amiles coniinued thelr religious and ter-
ritorial expansion. Only the Popes were aware
of the danger. especially during the Papacies of
Popes Leo 1X and Gregory VIL They both real-
ized how 1he imeresis of Europe would oome
under threai by ihe different Muslim irlbes. The
oulrages commiited by the Seleucid Turks
threatened not only the pilgrims 1o the Holy
Land and the independence of the Byzanine
kKingdom, b all of Chrstendom. Jerusalern
wias capiured in D070, Although separated Inom
the Catholic Church based on Rome, the
emperors of Constaniinople asked (or help
from the Popes. Leiters concerning this were
exchanged In 1073 between the Byzaniine
Emperor and Miguel VI and Pope Gregory WL
I was Pope Urban I who (ollowed Gregory vils
plans. A dlener from the Emperor of By zantiom,
Alexius 1 Comnenus, o Robern, Earl ol
Flanders, appeared 1o be a call tor a Crusade,
i, in [&act, it was merely a requesi o recrull
500 Flemish knighis o reinforce the Imperial
army. The Turks, with Amioch [alling in 1084,
looted Asia Minor and the whole of Syria. In
fact, in 1082, the Christans could hold none of
the leading Aslan melropolises. In 1095, Pope
Urbran I, the tue promoter ol the Crusade,
under the cry ‘Dews oudi? (God wills i, invieed
the Christian knighis 1o place thelr swords in
the service of God o delfend the pllgrims and
the Holy places. This exhonation atracted,
among others, a deceiliul monk called Peler
the Hermmil, who atiracted large crowds ol peas-
ants and beggars o the cause. This came 10 be
known as 1he People's Crusade’ and it ended in
chaos and massacre by the Turks.

FIRST CRLUSADE {10509 ] 0040

lerusalem s relieved!

The mosi courageous Frankish, German, lialo-
Norman knighis  joined the Crusade ihe
moment i was launched by the Pope. Among
these knighis were Included the likes of

Cioiirey elected as King of feresokem
CHl o caneees [y Modrazo &= KLz
maroral Musewmn. versallles. Franoe

Rayvmond of Toulouse, Godirey of Boulllon
Roberi ol Flanders, Baldwin of Boulogne
Tancred of Hauweville and Bohemond of
Taramio. The command of the expeditionary
army was given o Ravmond of Toulouse, the
Erouprs most expernenced military commander
and who knew the Muslim lighting meihods, as
he had [ought them on the berdan Peninsula
The Crusader army consisted of 7000 knights
and 80,000 Infanirymen. The conlingent
marched 0o Byzantium, ransacking evervihing
in s path. The agreement signed with the
Byzantine Emperor, Alexius, was that the
Crusaders would return the re-conquered citles
back o Impenal sovereigniy and, in exchange
they would get the required logisiical suppor
This happened in the case of the city of Nicaea
bt alter crossing the Anatollan Peninsula and
conquering  Aantioch, Bohemond disregarded
the agreement and proclaimed himsell prince
In June 1099, Jlerusalem was reed rom Muslim

control, bun only aier a long, dravwn-out bloocy




